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Appress of the Bisuop to the AnNnuat Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in South- Carolina, Felihiary, 1831. 
Brethren of the Clergy and Laity assembled in Convention. 


I cannot proceed to lay before you, according® to the stated requisi- 

tion, the proceedings and occurrences of the year, in which I have been 

flicially concerned, or by which the condition of the Diocese may have 
Ben favourably or otherwise affected, without adverting with gratitude 
to the remarkable good ivine Providence, with which the year, 
has, to us, collectively, ned. We have, indeed, recently been 
called upon to mourn the removal from among. us, of one of the most 
valued lay-members of our Convention, had in affectionate esteem by 
all; in whose presence with us here we were accustomed to delight ; 
an@the example of whose firm and dignified integrity—and pure and 

ober piety, should be had by us in honourable remembrance.* -The 

ork of the Ministry has, however, among us, been but little interru 
ed by casualty or sickness, and no one has been taken from it by death. ™ 
The venerable Presbyter, whoyim the course of the summer, after ling- 
ering with painful disease, w bere with the dead, had long 
disabled as tu professional occupation; and had long been quietly w 
ing for the summoys that should call him to his rest. Dr. Mills cease 
to be the Rector of St. Andrew’s, the only parish he ever served in 
America, in 1816—and lived in retirement at R ount, until the 
spring of 1830—when he came to this city, and finding an asylum in 
the house of his daughter, @ied there, in September, at the advanced 
age of 85 years. He had possessed high advantages of education, 
being a graduate of Pembroke College, Oxford; and for some years, 
while he held the Rectorship of St. Andrew’s, wes usefully and honour- 
ably effgaged in the classical instruction of youth in this city. He was 
always a benevolent and upright man. was constant exact in 
the: discharge of his duties as Minister Siiperisi tod, ially in 
the more advanced stages of his life, was meckly, devoutly, and, I have 
wer happily pious, Let his memory be honoured among 

Id be. 


ce 


us, as it's 
Bat whatever satisfaction, we may contemplate our own ex 
rience, as to the year which has expired, since we last met each other 
here, we are subject to a law, which requires that “if one member 


* John Gadsden, Esq. a Lay-delegate from St. Philip's Church. 
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suffcr, fall the members s ith it; and We could not look upon the 
sorrows of our brethre er Dioceses, withouf®agipmpathy that 
identified us with them in gm g When, in March, fe death of the 
Bishop of North-Carolind Was avnounced, we felt and mourned the 
afflicting dispensation. Although the intercourse of business, or of 
society, was less between us aud our brethren of that Diocese, than 
of others generally, yet we had seen in Dr. Ravenscroft @ man of 
God singularly qualified, as an agent of hig grace, to.bear his truth, in 
alt its perfection and effect, to the minds of a numerous population, 
long wandering as sheep without a shepherd, aud becoming more and 
rom the Church, and the influence of its offices. We 

ore a world at enmity w.th God, the stamp of holi- 

-ness to the f isibly impressed upon him, as to awaken an awe 
and reverence seldom excited by individual character—and we saw 
mingled with the stern and uncompromising advocacy of all that he 
held to be the truth and will of God, the teuderness and gentleness of 
the real lover of immortal souls, ever ready to comfort the feeble mind- 
ed, support the weak and be patient ‘moa nen. None could knaje 
this excellent prelate, without admira is evergetic, ardent, ever 
active devetion of himself, soul, bod irit, to the objects of his 
sacred calling ; or without finding hi spect and homage indisputa- 
bly required, for intellectual powers of uncommon compuss, and for 
principles of conduct, than which, none more elevated or pure, could 
actuate a human being. None could have the experience of shim 
which the intercourse of business or society gives, without loving in 
_him, an integrity, bright and clear as the unclouded midday sun; a 


é frankness, that made bare his heart with all its feelings ang motives, 


no sacrifice of self objectionable, f 
¥. 


%& 


ye 


oment, in the service of the 
“humblest of his fellow creatures; a te r which, however, seemingly 
arked with harshness and austerity, at the distance at which he 
was seen and kvown by the generality of men,@in the execution of 
the high commiggion of God’s ambassador to guilty men, yet made 
him blandly aceesible to all of every rank or age, and tenderly wel- 
come all to his counsel, his sympathy ang his aid: How, therefore 
could we forbear to mourn with our brethren of North-Carolina, the 
death of their beloved and most honoured Bishop? He was, indeed, 
reas6nably to be lamented by all the members alike of our household 
of faith. The influences of his Ministry, as distinguished for its apos- 
a parity piety, and fortitude, as its ability, was becoming univer- 
Ny diffus@d. Ouly ao fégiyears had been allotted to this so hi ’ 
valued man, to do the wofK to which, he had seemed, in an almOst ~ 
leat manner to be called. Filling up his time wit 
his work with spirit, he was enabled in that comparatively e 
of at to accomplish much in strengthening, stablishing, ing, the 
Church in which be presided and if some error of policy has been at- 
wibuted to his administration, (certainly no other could be) it was the 
error of virtue, which with no real admirer of bonest zeal like his,could be 
the possible subject of reproach. All saw and acknowledged the gene- 
rous fervoar with which’he guve himself to the, work of his arduogs, Mi- 


to all who chose to know them; a ae that would have made ~ 
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nistry, in a nity where Diocesa copacy had nesilflinci it 
appeared + hew in his instance, t utterly unknowh—and 


where powerful combinations of religious imeut and interest at vari- 
ance with it, were impatient of its eucroachment upon territory, seem- 
ing, except in a small proportion, otherwise pre-occuped. ‘That he 
should overcome the obstacles that were found, or that were soon 
thrown in the way of his Episcopal action, without offence to any of 
the vast majority of the community, enlisted under other denominations 
of Christianity in the service of a common master, was scarcely to 
be expected. At least, in the few years of his service i 
field, it could not reasonably be presumed, that 
distinguish his administration. He was arrested, 
by disease, in the midst of the most gratifying evid 
was not in vain, in the Lord, and amidst the continually increasing 
esteem and honour of all descriptions of :nen, of whatever name, or 
sect or party. Differ from him in religion—and as to the mode of best 
Beene the truth as it PMS esus, meu variously might: dissent from 
claim to be admired and honoured for genius, learning and virtue, 
and especially for a Chri Mitegrity of purpose, beyond the reach of 
gainsaying, none whatev 

The Diocese of North-Carolina, will not soon or easily find the loss 
repaired, which it has thus, in so early a period of its history, as such, 
been called to sustain. It is fur us, while we mingle our sorrows of sym- 
pathy, with theirs of sore and bitter suffering, to lift our hearts in prayer for 
them to Him, by whom the whole body of the Church is governed and 

1% sanctified, that he will sauctify and bless their counsels; and raise up 
* * to them ofie, suited to be their head, however unlike the very distin- 
guished man they mourn. A ll, our solicitude for them must be, 
that that best essing from th t of grace, which consists in united 
hearts and harmonious action, may always be with them, and “ no root, 
of bitterness, spriuging up, trouble them”—with that distraction and 
contention, which, however consistent, perhaps, with worthy motive 
and all godly zeal, cannot but leave thorns to grow,@@tattered and un- 
seen in the vineyard, by which its state will be more or less injuriously 
affected, and sooner or latefits cultivation be embarrassed, even to the 
faithful and willing labourer, with the most painful difficulties. 

The sorrows of another of our Dioceses, have, since the occurrence 
to which I have thus found myself impelled to advert, with an over- 
whelming surprise been thrown upon our hearts. ‘There are those» 

ng us, who long, with personal inti were Cc rsant with the 

‘oe of the late lamented Bis bart— who admired 

a in him a rare combinativn of qualities of mind and heart, 

in any walk or scene of life, to appear, in a manner, that 

bring him honour, Iu the Church, we saw those quali- 

, in the production of au effect, that has, perhaps, been sel- 

dom seen in any individual instance among us, so extensive and so 

mi ble. Constitutionally active, energetic and strong, both ina 

mind ‘ body, he early gave all his powers to a service to which the 

mie. hiyr piety, from early youth, had dedicated him; and never 
was a Minister of Christ, whose life was more constautly, more * 


os 
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indefatigably, more enti to the duties to whigh his ordina- 
tion pledged him. Of t of the noble talent, co ally exert- 
ed by Dr. Hobart, in this se ; of the consuming zeal, which gave 
him, a living sacrifice,.to its claims upon his time, his thought, bis 
action; of the wise and most skilful conduct, with which he was 
unweariedly putting its interest forward; the frankness and suavity, 
the benevolent and generous temper, with which he was always 
withing friends, bound to it, the more strongly, for the love even 
of him, who bad been the instrument of their attachment to it, I 
could not d to speak, without a detuil of eulogium, for which, 
this is not 1, and whose length, if it were, | could not pos- 
sibly make with our business here. Indeed, in nothing that 
I could utter u on the subject, could I speak either your sense 
of the value of the character and services of Bishop Hobart, to the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States, or my own. I 
must dismiss it as one which, by irresistible impulse, I have been led 
thus to mention—yet of which no mer mine to you was neces 
sary, in order to your being impres ithit according to its merits. 
All have known the immense, | coul@ say, the immeasurable 
importance of the Ministry of this d ng ed servant of the Lord, 
stationed as he was; and many among us, will fondly associate his 
memory in their bosoms, with the less reported, but no less honoured 
eminence, of our own, never to be forgotten, Dehon. 

We cannot, in sympathising with the so severely afflicted Diocese of 
New- York, but, at the same time, rejoice with our brethren who compose 
it, in the felicity with which, the task created for them, of so trying diffi- 
culty, was at once fulfilled; I mean the task of providing themselves with 
a successor to their lamented Bis The peculiar constitution of 
society, under our happy institations il government, carries in it the 
“elements of strife and discord, for all occasions of the elective franchise 
exercised—and even in scenes where all temporal interests and passions 
are required to give exclusive precedence to holy, spiritual and heaven- 
ly considerations,"we cannot wonder, if human infirmity, sometimes 
obscures and confounds the influence of Christian principle. In» 
the important transaction, which has so early given to the importan® 
Diocese of New-York, another to preside over its affairs, in the place ~ 
of its late so highly esteemed and valued Bishop, we have reason to 
rejoice with our brethren immediately concerned, that brotherly love 

ailed and abounded, to the putting away of all less worthy prinei- 
; and that @i@claims nal feeling and prejudice, were 
poned in the « sof all, ose of the exigency of a bereaved 
mourning Church. Let not our sympathy be denied our b 
their joy. We all have felt that in their sorrow it could not 

Before withdrawing your thoughts from these affecting 
in the affairs of our Church 10 distant places, let me bespeak ry 
pathy with me in the gratitude I feel for the goodness of Providence 
that still permits us to rejoice, in the presence of the venerable ind be- 
loved prelate, who so long has sat chief in our councils, in 80 
atgently needing wisdom, experience, holiness, such as his. 

oe the affliction which, for the Church’s sake, the Lord has bidden 

. 


* 
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° 


him, on rthest verge of the da i apon the ta bear, 
he still i , lifting his venerable f the sanctuary, with an un- 
equalled example of holy fortitude, and with words of comfort strenyth- 


ening the hearts of weeping brethren, bidding.them still trust in God, 
as the sure comforter of Zion's sorrows. Oh that the day might still 
be long deferred, when the voice of his still, inestimable counsel and 
instruction shall be heard no more among us—and our whole Church 
be clad in mourning for our father—the chariots of Israel and the Hbrse- 
men thereof ! 

Reverting to the more peculiar business of this » I have to 
report to you, visitatioh duty performed to St. arish—St. 
Paul’s, Stono—St. Luke’s Parish—St. Barth rince Wil- 
liam’s—Summervile—St. Stephen’s Chapel, Claremont 
Church—St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton—Christ Church, Greenville— 
Camden — Trinity, Church, Columbia—Totness, in St. Matthew's 
Parish—Walterborough-sand St. Paul’s, Radcliffeborough. At St 
Thomas’ Parish, I ‘hapel replaced in a good state of repair, 
agreeably to expectuti ed to you the last year. At St. Paul’s, 
Stono, on the occasion isiting it, the Rev. Mr. Philip Gadsden, 
who has served it for sé , was admitted, with the assistance of 
the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, a e@ Rev. Mr Taylor, to Priest’s Orders. 
In St. Luke’s, a new Church erected by liberal contributions of the 
people, at Grahamville, was consecrated—and the rite of confirma- 
tion was administered in it. The Rev. Mr. Young was instituted, by 
desire of the Vestry, at the Parish Church. At Camden, the few res- 
pectable families and persons, avowing themselves members of our 
Church, have at length taken effectual measures for the erection of a ~ 
suitable place of worship; a p happily encouraged and promoted 
by the Missionary employment of the Rev. Mr. Phillips among them 
for the summer and fall months—and the prospect is fair of having a 
congregation of our Church, happily organized in that town, with all: 
the benefits and comforts of a regular administration of its offices. 
The people have made a generous effort of zeal, and it demands en- 
couragement and help from all their brethren. Mr. Phillyps after serv- 

Ping them six months as a Missionary from the Society, has accepted 
their appointment of him as the Rector of their Church; and the Domes- 
tic Mission in this City, in which he had served for several years very 

_ usefully and indefatigably, has become vacant. At Totness, 1 found 

* } @ convenient small wooden building prepared for consecration 

‘Chapel—and consecrated it Tor ie t th Sunday 
5 nity, with the assistance of the r. Wilson, Rector of St. 

atthew’s. 

these Churches of our own Diocese, Christ Church, Savan- 
ra St. Paul’s, Augasta, have been also visited. 

Cotfirmation has been administered within the year, at the Chapel 
of the Holy Trinity, in Grahamville—at St. Luke’s Parish Church— 
at a Church, Prince William’s—at St. Stephen’s Chapel, Pine- 

St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton—at Christ Church, Greenville 
ee Columbia—at Totness Chapel, St. Matthew's Pa- 
alterborough Chapel, St. Bartholom-w’s Parisit—and at St. ¢ 
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Pause > more Minn | red as the 
subjec is rite within r, including those contig at Sa- 
vannah and Augusta; being 48 at the two places. The Clergy of the 
Diocese are earnestly and affectionately entreated to consider how few, 
comparatively of the numerous young of our Churches, are found to 
come forward to this important rite—and to look for the causes of the 
lamented fact, Its causes, whatever they may find them to be, are certainly 
wortiy of their utmost efforts, made with prudence and wisdom for 
their removal ; as the evil itself is of all their pastoral solicitude and 


n made to the number of our Clergy, except in 
. Mr. Mott—who, in the commencement of the 
summer, ha ne engaged with the long vacant charge of Tri- 
nity Church, Columbia. The Rev. Mr. Hathaway, a Deacon of the 
Diocese, asked dismission from this Diocese to the Eastern, within the 
year, and was accordingly furnished with the canonteal certificate. 
sath 


Three persons have beeu ordained Priest#yWiz. Rev. Alexander Mar- 
shall, Rev. Philip Gadsden, and Rev. Pi pier. Mr. Theodoge 
B. Bartow, of Georgia, is the only one have admitted to Dea- 
con’s Orders since the last Convention. 

Mr. Alexander Glennie is the only perSon"Teceived as a Candidate 
for Orders, in this Divcese, within the year. The number of recog- 
nized Candidates is now no more than four. Unless more of the youth 
ofour own Churches can be induced to offer themselves to this calling, the 
prospect is, that of a number of Ministers, very inadequate to the 
necessity, which a few years may create. Should not the Clergy 
anxiously endeavour to provide against the threatening evil? 

None of our Churches have become vacant since last the Convention. 
Prince William’s, and All-Saints, Waccamaw, then reported to you 
as vacant, still continue so. They are both important stations. 

’ "The Society for the advancement of Christianity in the State, always 
claims to be brought before you, because, as you are aware, it is so 
identified with the Diocese, that all its business is essentially Diocesan 
business; and all its transactions are for the same end, as that which , 
brings us together here—viz. the confirmation and increase of thé 
influente of the religicn of Christ in South-Carolina, by means of the 
institutiOns and offices of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The 
Society have continued their aid in the support of the Ministry, at St. 

sk’s, Clarendon; at St. David’s, Cheraw; at St. Paul’s, Pendleton; 

aH ChurchyGreen vill Christ Church Parish; and at Su 

ille. In add to suc ts of appropriation, they have this ie 
defrayed the expense of a mission of four or five months at Camden, an 
done what they could in aid of Trinity Church, Columbja. Ido w 
how they could better have applied their means than thus. T ty 
does not reckon among contributors to its funds, or patrons of its noble 
and most important benevolence, many, in proportion, of the members 
of our country parishes, and has on its list, the names of but few ofthe 
members of congregations, which have been most largely its beneficitir 

Even members of our Conventions, active friends of the Church, and 

akers in @ts business,—who know all the glory to God and the ood 


a. 
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to man of which its offftes nduciveyand the necessi bec want 
ss P 


abounding iy our land, whic is dequate abilityeto ‘supply 
and whidiimake the scene so common, of souls per for lack of 


knowledge,—even they are not all members of this Society. Its annual 

report, not yet published, will, in a day or two, be distributed. The 

Treasurer’s accounts are, in thé mean time, ready to be submitted to 

the inspection of any members of the Convention, whose Churches are 

interested in Trust Funds, placed ander the care of the Trustees’ 
The Convention’s Funds, which go under the denominations of the 

“ Bishop’s Common,” and “‘ Permanent Funds,” an 

hands of the Trustees ofgbe Society, claim more attenti 

given them by the members of the Church. T 

for the maintenance of the Episcopal office, in th 

time, when its income shall be adequate to the object,” independent of 

the necessity of drawing the means of support, for the individual who 

may adininister irom the funds of a particular Parish or Church, in 

which he is required to perform equivalent service. The design is of 

the first importance. The duties of Pastor of a particular congregation, 

having the responsibilities interesting office bound upon his con- 

science, and subject to ssity of personally satisfying the feelings 


of those interested in their fulfilment, the duties of this office, and of a 
Diocesan Bishop, are incompatible with each other. They may both 
be executed by means of excessive solicitude producing excessive 
exertion, in a manner, which by indulgence and allowance on the part 
of the people to a favoured Minister, may to them seem adequate and 


above reasonable complaint of deficiency—but to the mind of the Min- 
ister himself, they can never (if the pastoral cure be considerable) seem, 
on either hand, but half fulfilled. To the afflicting sense, indeed, of 
reat defect and imperfection in the performance of the duties of the 
hristian Ministry, the mind, duly sensible of their importance, 
human feebleness, will, under all circumstances, be liable; but in the 
case in contemplation, the feeling is one which comes from the con- 
scious, unavoidable incapacity, which circumstances create, to meet 
with the requisite interest, and sensibility, conflicting claims, which it 
impliés no peculiar or unnecessary scrupulousness, to feel to be entitled, 
oth of them, to all the time, the anxiety, and personal attention, which 
the other reasonably requires. From the relations of local, particular, 
parochial ministry, it is not, at the same time, deemed desi , that 
he who exercises the Episcopal office among us, should be entirelygan 
absolutely separated. ‘The Bishop may, in every imstance, “i ie 
jety, and in conformity with universal, ha¥@ his own C. ; 
re, under his observation and authority, the standard of whole- 
some and necessary rule and conduct, as to the business of the sane- 
tuary, may be constantly exposed to the knowledge of all, and be 
recog with a reasonable conformity. Still the pastoral. care, in 
particular, should rest on those whose minds have more room than his, 
for its burthen. It should not lie where cares and claims of another 
i continually crowding upon and interfering with it, in a manner 
g of no comfortable sense of its anxious and weighty obligation 
I speak thus freely of this matter before you, sQecause itis 
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clvonetmne interest of the:Chure not Of myself; and because, 
while iy ess that it isdesi » myself to be relieved, as far, 
as possible, of the burden of. pastoral obligation which it unavoid- 
able that 1 should at first receive, but which I now feel that I cannot 
adequately fulfil, it is, in my Own estimation, important that no one 
should, in futare, be permitted to aggttme the burden of the Episcopal 
office, apou that of the Parish Minister, subject to all the responsibili- 
ties, and awxieties, and active duties, attaching to his office as such. 
the funds to which I have alluded, it 1s hoped that the Permanent 
Fund will, & attention, be made, as ‘soon as possible, adequate to 
this better di ion uf the circumstances of the Episcopal office. As 
it respec no longer necessary than while the Permanent 
Fund rem zate to the object of its institution, it remains to 
be regretted ts clnims are yet so little regarded by the Congrega- 
tions generally, which compose the Diocese. Bhe 20:h Canen of the 
General Convention, declares, that “ every Churctilivithin the Diocese 
or district of a Bishop, shall make provision for defraying the necessary 
expenses of his visitations” —‘“ and that to enable the Bishop to make 
his visitations, it shall be the duty of the Clergy, in such reasondBle 
rotation, as may be devised, to officiate fér hit, in any parochial duues 
which belong to him.” To cbviate the mecessity of both these provi- 
sions, in their application to this Diocese, our Convention, in 1818, set 
on foot a scheme, the effect of which was then sanguinely anticipated 
to be, that annual contributions, sent regularly in, to the Treasurer 
of the ‘Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in South-Carolina,’ would create a fund sufficient at 
ence to defray such little expenses as the Bishop might be annually 
subjected to by the canonical duty of visitation, and provide compe- 
tently for the support of a Minister, who, always attached, more or less, 
to the Bishop’s Church, should, in his absence, be charged with its 
duties, as his substitute. The expectation, however reasonable, has not 
been realized. From the fund thus provided to be raised, and having 
such objects, no expenses of the Episcopal office incurred in visitation 
duty, has at all been defrayed, nor would, by the present incumbent of 
the office, have been permitted to be, so long as he was exempted from 
expense in supplying his place as a parochial Minister, when absent 
from it, on Episcopal duty. Although the necessity implied in the 
other requisition of the Canon, hus been met by the provision, at the 
nse of the Churches of the Diocese, of a Minister always attached 
Church, of which the Bishop was Rector, yet it is a reasonable 
t of regret; that the en of this provision should not 
rested on all the Churches, "Mh some fair an@ reasonable proportion— 
and not have been left to be borne onlyby a part, which, if the most able, 
were not therefore, rightly to be ex to do without their aid, what 
the rest, in the degree in which they were capable, stood at least as 
much engaged to do as themselves. ‘The engagement of which I speak, 
1 do not consider as created by express promise given in Convention by 
the Churches, but as that necessarily arising out of their relation to the 
Diocese, so long as they acknowledge such relation, and partake. 
common bgpefits; which arise from the Diocesan association of the 
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Churches. If, however) ity of proceeding ia 
fund, unaygidably occasioni dissatisfactionysa 


threatening the harmony of our meetings in Con 

effectually obviated, were it not betier to endeavour to devise some. 
other mode of providing for the mecessary expenses, with reference to 
which it was instituted, which-might with less difficulty be carried into 
adequate effect. The individual at present administering this office 
amoung you, is ready to assent to any modification of its.condition, 
which the satisfaction and harmony of the Churches may require. He 
will object to no reasonable change of things or ter ich circum- 
stances may indicate togge proper or expedient. 

The interest we have always entertained in the 
our Church must not be wearied, however disc 
have large experience of its benefits, we cannot but 
its increasing usefulness, and hold ourselves ready to contribute, as far 
as may be reason expected of us, to its promotion. 

I will conclude with urging upon my brethren of the Clergy, that 
— and energy in the prosecution of their ministry, which are 
indispensable to its prosecution with any efficacy whatever. There 
is no license to any of us to be at any time unoccupied in the business 
of our calling. The kinds of duty to which we are bound are various 
enough to admit, that the happiest recreation of the mind and body, 
should be found in suitably varying our engagement of both. Let us 
interest ourselves with them all, in due proportion. Should J specify, 
however, any one of those objects as more claiming our unremitti 
solicitude and attention than the rest, I should ask you to let that object 
be the right religious instruction of the young. We have, you are 
aware, very little control of this important interest after a very early 
period. The children of our congregations soon cease to be subjects ef 
our Sunday School instruction, and then are so removed by of the 
the greatest, I could almost say, of all possible evils to us, as a Church, 
our want of Schools conducted in conformity with the doctrines and 
principles we profess, that, in general, without extraordinary care on 
the parents’ part, Sunday School impressions become swept utterly 
away—without the benefir remaining of any others of which we can 
avail ourselves, for the formation, by our pastoral labours, of sound, 
religious character. I beseech you, brethren, to let this evil laid 
seriously to heart. It is our duty, to the utmost that we can, toy i 
that the children of our Churches, be committed to no other 
but such as are Episcopalian in their character—not for the 
keeping our children Episcopalians (homer proper it may be for 
te-desire to keep them so)@ut for the sa keeping them Christians; 
because the character of religi struction at other schools, will be 
either neutral, which is of no a r decidedly sectarian, of which 
parents will not avail themselves—or for fear of jealousy and discontent, 
none atall. Let Sunday Schools under the unhappy circumstances, to 
which as to this important interest we are subject, be availed of to the 
utmost. We may, in some degree, succeed by their means to form the 

igious character for life, and make our children the children of God—- 


‘the world and its evil shall make them unchangeably:theirs....._. 
NATHANIEL WEN. 


vin. 10 





On Religious Education. 


Th 
Pes 
“ey FOR THE csr ellos. 
r Previcrovs EDUCATION. * 

Tue following case of sickness is briefly noticed as introductory to a 
few observations on religious “eon: ; 

Miss — — —, an interesting and ‘Higent child, in the 12th year, 
of her age, was taken suddenly and Violently ill, on the 2d Nov. 1830. 
She was apupil in the Sunday School of St. Michael’s Church; and 
the lessons of practical piety which she there had learned, and the 

i jon and example of her excellent mother, had deeply 
r mind the importance of peggonal religion. She was 
ing, and took great interest in the exercises of the 
the stated offices of family devotion. On the 
evenings 0 ord’s day, the course of our reading was more ex- 
tended, and when it led to the subject of man’s fedemption through the 
bleod of Christ, she would speak of his cond ion and love, in 
terms of the warmest gratitude and praise, .She often brought to my 
mind that beautiful passage of the Psalmist: “Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklhngs thou hast perfected praise.” Her devotidhal 
habits were so strongly formed, that while the fever was raging in her 
veins, in the evening of the first day of ber illness, she would, had she 
not been prevented, have risen from her bed, to offer to God her accus- 
tomed prayers. She was, however, so far indulged, as to be allowed 
to rise and kneel in bed, and there to pray; and she came from 
this duty with evident satisfaction and comfort to her mind. She fre- 
quently called upon the name of Christ, and implored his grace; and 
often when we thought her inclined to doze, she would open her eyes, 
and exclaim with great earnestness, “‘O! my blessed Father, have 
mercy upon a poor sick child, for Jesus Christ’s sake.”—“O! my 
Father, have mercy upon me a poor sinner.” The frequent repitition 
of these, and similar ejaculations, discovered the religious engagement 
of her mind. She knew in whom she bad believed, and she knew who 
can ‘save to the uttermost.’’ When she was spoken to of the neces- 
ity of looking up to God, “who only can give us help in time of 
need;” and that neither the science nor the experience of her physi- 
cian could be of any avail, without the divinc blessing; she immedi- 
ately her entire reliance upon the mercy of God; at the same 
im ing, that “she knew the doctor could do nothing for her, 
ithout the blessing of her heavenly Father.” The scenes of the 
al world were incidentally mentioned, to see the impression which 
would make upon hergpind, when she was ill. They excited no 
alarm. Aud why did they not? usega sincere Christian is not 
afraid to die. His desire is to be is Saviour, for in his presence 
there is ‘fulness of joy for ev ” “God's will be done,” she 
would say, “let him do with me w he thinks best; my Saviour 
me, and poor, sinful child that I am, my heavenly Father 

will not forsake me, for his sake.” 

She bore her illness without murmuring or impatience, and cheer- 


‘ally submitted berself't0 the management.of her physician and fiendg 
As is natural ta children of her age, she et ete buoyancy 
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spirits, which, we may reaso suppose, made her feel 


offer sickpess the more; but religious coufidence r 

preserved the equanimity of her mind. She a wledged that 
she was suffering undey the mighty hand of God, and that she ought 
not to murmur against anything that he ordains; she had learned from 
her Bible, that, in the dispénsations of his Providence, “all things 
work together for good to them Who love him,” and she was satisfied 
to be at his disposal. In about ten days it pleased the Mrighty to 
restore her to health. 

This is a brief sketch of the character of a Christian child, under a 
severe fit of illness. But it may be said, and perhaps, said with truth, 
that there is nothing very remarkable in this cs elise, 
under similar circumstances, have, at least, been eq pious and 
resigned to the will of God. I rejoice that there are many such chil- 
dren ‘to be found jn our Sunday Schools, and I sincerely pray, that 
their number ma greatly increased. But, I believe, it will hardly 
be denied, that this is the effect of the powerful influence of the gospel of 
Chgist, meliorating the human heart and life, and that without a sound 
religious education, these things would not be so; for religious princi+ 
ples are not innate in the human mind, but are gradually acquired, 
through divine grace, by education and example, operating alike upon 
the understanding aud the heart. It will, therefore, be seen, that it is 
all-important to give children such a course of instruction, as will make 
them decidedly religious, as they advance iw life, aud become exposed 
to the snares of infidelity and the temptations of the world. But it is 
not sufficient for this purpose that children be made to join in the daily 
routine of family worship, where it is practised; and where ‘it is not, 
that they be sent to their chamber and told, to offer up their private 
devotions to God, before they retire to rest, when, perhaps, the nature 
and importance of this Christian obligation have never been explamed 
tothem. And it must here be remarked, that where parents do not 
practise this duty themselves, they are but little fitted to instruct others; 
for their own example would condemn them, and expose their inconsis- 
tency in the eyes, even of their own children. Parental example is of 
incalculable importance in fixing religious impressions upon children’s 
minds. If they see their parents wholly regurdless of what they desire 
them to practise as an essential obligation to Gad, it will rari 
as a matter of very questionable utility, and will greetly their 
estimation of its necessity and importance. The early years of 
should be one continued scene of good example, and sound inst 
The most unwearied pains should be takéh to teach children the 
truths of the gospel dispeusati to place these before them, in so 
familiar a manner, that the may readily comprehend them, 
There must be “line upon lin pt upon precept,” until they 
becomé sensible of their fallen nature, and of the whole scheme of 
mau’s restoration through the blood of Christ. They should be made 
to understand the reasonableness as well as the duty of prayer to Gud 
for the assistance of the Spirit of Holiness, that they may abound in - 

* all the graces of the Christian character, and be saved in the day ef 
recompense. M 





On Religious Education. [March, 


instruction pursued e Episcopal Sunday Schools, 
the various ages capacities of the pupils 
cast wi understand, is carefully explained. Children, - 


tally, are ilies interested in ewes, than they are im the 
secalar schouls; and simply for, Teceuse they are calcu- 
lated to rouse the warmest affecti pie as well as to engage 

‘and con’ the understanding, a herefore, what ‘they learn, the 
more they retain. The Library, likewise, which s attached to 
the school,’ affords them ample means both of instruction and amuse- 
ment. 

These seminaries of religion and morals, are among the most useful 
institutiogis hywisdom and piety have formed, in the present age, 
for promotiig’ the Redeemer’s kingdom upon earth; and it will be 
owing to the carelessness of parents, to use no stronger expression, if 
their children are left to grow up in ignorance, jrreligion and vice. 
Althongh Sunday Schools in their original institufion, were designed 
for the indigent alone, yet, at the present day, they welcome, alike, 
the rich and the poor. There are none so destitute, or so rich, but 
they will be gladly received, and meet with kind, and pious, and will- 
ing instructers, to teach them, through the blessing of God, whatever 

be necessary to lay the foundation of a Christian life. 

The great object of Sunday School instruction is, to promote reli- 

knowledge, that children may become “ wise unto salvation ;” 
and parents will be amenable to God, if they neglect to place them, 
where, through God’s grace, this wisdom may be attained. “ Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.”—* Bring up your children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord,” are divine commands; and woe be it to those 
ts who refuse to obey their Maker. Parents are bound by the 
ties of nature, of reason, and of religion, not only to love and cherish 

‘their offspring, but to endeavour, by every means in their power, to 

e their happiness in time and eternity. . And yet, how lament- 
able it is to ‘see, many amiable, intelligent, and otherwise excellent 
» eagerly pursuing the pleasures, the honors, and the wealth 
of the world, to the entire exclusion of eternal things, and wholly 
regardless whether their childfen become scripturally religious or not! 

’ not to be told, that their children are liable to die in early 

life, BGT they may not have reflected upon the awful truth, that neither 
nor soul, are annihilated in the grave, for an Apostle declares, 
“after death cometh the judgment; ’ and notwithstanding this, 
take no measures to prepare them for the scenes which will exist 
wien this world shall be no more y have, probably, never felt the 

‘Spirit of Grace and Holiness, the feelings and affections of 
‘their own hearts, avd perhaps them may say, with the con- 
verts at Corinth: We have not so much as heard whether there be any 
“Spirit ‘of Grace and Holiness, whose sanctifyiog influence we may 

With such persons, Christianity is professed only so far as_ 

’ it tends to promote the decencies of life, and not as a practical system 
“of devotion which leads the sinner to the feet of the crucified Saviour,» 
.owho is“ tle way, the truth, and the life,” and through whose me- 
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rits and mediation alone theyle#n hope for salvation. they, 
tlilimselves, remain uninfluenced by the-wital pre tianity, 
must not look to them for any very serious religious views, in rela- 
tion to their children. JUnder piu mstances, what a blessing .would 
a Sunday School be to the chit pf such parents; and hew earnestly 
should the pious Christian desire: 
precious privileges of these in8titutions; and how zea should 
every friend and disciple of Christ, exert his influence mg such 
neglected “Tittle ones,” into the “ hoysehold of faith, tha ir moral 
priuciples may be cultivated aud improved, and their religious obliga- 
tions be made familimr to their understanding and practice; and, in 
short, that they may be preserved from temporal and etgtnaltdesolation 
and ruin. ‘ 

Let those members of our Church, whose character, and condition in 
life, cause them to be looked up to as examples of every thing that'is 
virtuous, wise, and good, patronize the “ Episcopal Sunday School 
Society,” by increasing its means of doing good, and of extending the 
beniga influence of its schools, over rising geuerations of accountable W. 
beings. And let.them remember, as an incentive to their exertions, the ~ 
blessings which “Attend those, who, under God, are instrumental in 
turuivg many to righteousness ; “they shall shine as the stars in the 
firmament, for ever and ever.” a 


Pe 
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AN ASH-WEDNESDAY PASTORAL ADDRESS, 


From a very early period the Church has set apart a certain num- 
ber of weeks in the year for more than: ordinany religious reflection, 
humiliation, and prayer. This is the season which we call Lent, a word 
derived from the Saxon, signifying Spring. This then is the Lent or 
Spring fast which the Church has recommended, and its worthy mem- 
bers have reverenced, I might almost say, through all ages. The cus- 
tom of thus appropriating to religiow a part of the year: existed also 
among the Jews, and they selected the same time of the year, and the . 
same number of days, viz. forty, which our Church observes. Two of 
the days in Lent are distinguished as claiming a more special re- 
gard:—Good-Friday, on which day our blessed Lord aes 
and Ash- Wednesday, or the first day of Lent, dt which time. burch 
would have us reflect on the duties on which we prt | 
pare ourselves by self-examination, consideration and prayer, 
charging them faithfully. Ash-Weduesday is so called from a custom 
in primitive times of express: w by placing ashes upon the head, 
which, however strange it m to us, is equally as significant as 
those tokens of sorrow which in modern times, on the death 
of a friend. The outward expression is of no umportance, except as it 
may deepen aw feelings in ourselves, and awaken them in others. 

, Itis not required of us to express our sorrow as the ancient Christians 

"> -did, but if we feel sorrow for our sins, and we must do so, if we have a 

@* proper sense of them, we will of course manifest it, and the ing 
our grief will be useful to ourselves and to our fellow-men, indi 
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them 6ftiieir sins, and of the awful condition of such persons as are in- 
sensible'to theiryspiritual condition. On this day, more particulagly, 
and in general, during the whole of Lent, we are called upon toWe- 
member that “ one thing is need fs” that we haye on earth no abiding 
place; that we were created for ity ; tliat we must prepare to 
meet our God as we would escape 1 ending misery; and gain a 
felicity inefiable and everlasting. We are called upon to consider our 
ways; to nt before God our sins and imperfections; and to pray 
for his , and for his grace to enable us to live n him in 
time to-come; we ought also to aid our reformation by forming holy 
resolutions of avoiding sin in time to come, and of cultivating diligently 
godliness, zighteousness, and sobriety. Such self-examination, prayers 
and holy endeavours become us at all times. They can never be un- 
seasonable. They may with advantage be renewed every morning, 
and repeated every evening. But how obviously useful it is to set 
apart not an hour, or a day merely, but weeks as'we do in Lent, for 
solemn recollections ; to say that this much of our time, at least, we will 
» endeavour to withdraw from a world that would engross all our time, 
thoughts and affections. How necessary is it te the best of men to be 
reminded of their duty, and how peculiarly monitorys the voice of the 
Church annually calling on her children to lay Aside, in a degree, at 
least, the cares, and occupations, and amusements of a vain perishing 
wor, and to turn their minds and hearts to the concerns of eternity. 
It may be that only a few can be persuaded to comply with his recom- 
mendation of the Church, but we are commanded not to follow the 
multitude, but to follow Christ, and his disciples, of whom the world 
was not worthy, who through faith and patience have inherited the pro- 
mises. Every man must do his duty, although his neighbours should 
neglect theirs. And the prayers of the very few who attend at the 
Church on these solemn days, may be a great blessing not to themselves 
only, but to the community in general. The effectual fervent prayer 
of the righteous has availed much in all ages for the good of their fel- 
low-citizens, ~and mankind in general. We find from the Old Testa- 
ment, that the Hebrews were in the habit when they entered the courts 
of the Lord, of interceding for the whole nation, and that the worship- 
pers confessed not only their own sins but those of all Israel, is that they 
themselves before God im memory of the general iniquity as 

well a®’ of their individual sins. And undoubtedly, our Church in- 
us to include our fellow sinners, when we confess that we have 

those things which we ought not to have done, and left undone 
those things which we ought to have done; and when we pray God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy to have mercy on us misera- 
ble sinners. Isay then, my the prayers of those who 
attend may be a means of good ho are absent, may be instru- 
mental of many blessings to them, in particular of leading them ‘to 
a change of heart and life; and this consideration is surely 2 strong 
motive for our perseverance in this duty. But, however this may be, 
our own peace and religious improvement depend much upon our faith- 
fully and frequently using the means of grace, and we ought never to 
be discouraged from doing so by the circumstance that we can find so 
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few to unite with us in these reasonable, grateful and ee rm 
should remember that it has been so from the begigning; even 
our Lord Jesus Christ was on earth, wlien s' an example was 
before the eyes of men, when,sueh a preacher was addressing the 
understanding and thé he mumber of the disciples was small. 
He perceived that this m fact affected the faithful, and he, 
therefore, said to them, “ fe t, little flock, it is your F. 's good 
pleasure to.give you the kingdom”—as if, be not afraid multi¥ 
tude who will not act with you; and persecute you in v ways, 
not only by violence, but by insinuatibns, and mockery. You area 
little flock and seen:ingly unable to contend with the many who op- 
pose you. But God is on your side, and they can do nothing toharm you. 
If they should be permitted to molest you while you are in the flesh, 
he who ordereth all things has wise purposes to answer thereby, and he 
will make all things work together for your good and more than recom- 
pense you at the resurrection of the just. Whatever may be your 
earthly sufferings, as certain as God is true, heeven will be your por- 
tion. It is your father’s determination. It is his promise, of his own 
good pleasure, to give you the kingdom. - 
These few remarks, on the nature of the solemn fast season, which our 
Church now calls us to observe, and on the motives both ofa personal and 
benevolent nature which recommend it, I have thought would be appro- 
priate, and under the divine blessing, might be useful. In Nelson's omfffo- 
bart’s Work on the Festivals and Fasts, (the chapters on Ash- Wednesday, 
Lent, and Good-Friday) and also in the Sermons of the divines of our 
Church, in particular of ourown Bishops Moore and Dehon and Hobart, 
you will find this matter more fully explained and recommended. The 
reading of such works at this season would be very profitable. Bat 
the great duties of the season, viz. self-examination, religious reflection, 
humiliation and prayer, have their most powerful advocate in the words 
of divine inspiration. ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with 
all your heart and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning, 
and rend your heart and not your garments, and turn unf the Lord 
your God. Now is the accepted time. Now is the day of salvation. 
Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith. Sanctify a fast, call a 
solemn assembly, gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assem-~ 
ble the elders, gather the children and those that suck the breasts—let 
the Priests, the Ministers of the Lord, weep between the pofch and 
the altar, and let them say, spare thy people, O Lord.” Let us fai 
fully perform these duties. Let us give much time to religious 
and meditation and self-examination. Let us punctually attend at the 
house of God which is more tly opened than at other times of 
the year, and provides us wi instruction. Let us pray here. 
and at our own houses for grace to direct and help; as for 
ourselves so also for our friends, countrymen, and the whule world 
which lieth in wickedness, and God even our own God, will give us his 
ing.— Amen. 


‘Ss 
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at FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
“ON SET FORMS OF PRAYER. 


When in the course of our reading we meet with some striking pas- 
sage, which, by implication, confi ur opinion on some important 
subyect, and particularly in matters Frcbin, it makes a lasting im- 
pression on the mind. And if there is réason to believe that the infer- 
ences whi e draw, were not contemplated by the writer, we consi- 
der it’as an additional evidence of the force of truth. Magna est veri- 
tas et pravalebit. Unprejudiced, intelligent, and pious minds, are, in 
this manner, often brought to reflect on a subject, to which they either 
had given no attention, or not the consideration which it deserved. 

It has always been my opinion, that the public worship of Almighty 
God, is best conducted by set forms of prayer; and that the more seri- 
ously the subject is considered, the stronger will this conviction be. 
Without adverting to the antiquity of the practice, which cannot be call- 
ed in question, I will merely hint, that in extemporaneous addresses to 
God, men of strong and ardent feelings, of exuberant fancy, and desir- 
ous of “display; or being deficient in discretion, or knowledge, may 
substitute individual opinions and conceits, for the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and the legitimate subjects of prayer. And still further, as we 
shali presently sce, if they be ignorant of the natural scierives, they 
magpexpose themselves to the sneer of the scoruer, and the smile of 
ridicule. This cannot hippen, where set forms are used, which have 
been appointed by some competent authority. 

The Liturgy of the Protestant Episcopal Church, is undeniably 
scriptural in all its offices; and where it is honestly used, it cannot be 

rted by the ignorance or conceits of mistaken men. It is, there- 
fore, admirably adapted to the spiritual necessities of all classes of so- 
ciety, in every meridian, and under any form of civil government. Its 
acknowledgement of a Trinity of Persons in the unity of the Godhead ; 
its confession of sins, founded on the sinfulness of our nature and 
practice; if prayers and supplieations for pardon and reconciliation 
through the blood of atonement; its thanksgiving and praise for 
mercies received, both public and private; its prayers for our civil ru- 
lers, and all orders and conditions of men; its portions of scriptural 
reading, and those occasional offices of religious rites and ordinances, 
and other acts of devotion, which times and seasons may require, either 
of prayer or praise, constitute its unrivalled excellency, usefulness, and 
applicability, to all the purposes of public worship. 

I have been led into these reflections, by meeting with the following 
interesting remarks, in that high ful and pious work, ‘* Dick's 
Christian Philosopher; or the of Science and Philosophy 
with Religion;” of which, it is ne ch to say, that it should have 
a place in the Library of every Christian family. 

The author is discoursing on geography, and is proving that a mi- 
nute and comprehensive knowledge of this science, is necessary tothe _ 
Missionary, and the Directors of Bible and Missionary Societies; and , 
then he goes on to say, that—“ even to every private Christian, geo- » 
graphy is an interesting branch of study, without some knowledge of 
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which, his prayers and his Christian sympathies cannot be judiciously 
opgyesersivel directed. We occasionally hear the Ministers of reli- 
gi@W, at the commencement of public worship, on the first day of the 
week, imploring the Divine blessing on their brethren throughout the 
Christian Church, who are commencing the same exercises; and, at 
the close of worship in the afternoon, that the same blessing ow seal 
the instructions which have been delivered in all the C 
Saints; as if all the public religious services of the ani 
were, at thaf'moment, drawing to a close. This isall very well, so far 
“as it goes: the expression of such beuevolent wishes is highly becom- 
ing, and congenial to the spirit of Christianity. Buta very slight ac- 
quaintance with geographical science will teach us, that, when we in 
this country [Scotland] are commencing the religious services of the 
first day of the week, our Christian brethren in the East Lodies, who 
live under a very different meridian, have finished theirs; those in 
Russia, Poland, Greece, Palestine, and on the banks of the Caspian Sea 
have performed one half of the public religious worship and instruc- 
tions; and those in New Holland and Van Dieman’s Land have retired 
to rest at the close of their sabbath. On the other hand, our friends in 
the West India Islands, ana in America, at the close of our worship, are 
only about to commence the public instructions of the Christian sab- 
bath. If, then, it be admitted, that our prayers, in certain cases, 
to be specific, to have a reference to the particular cases aud relatgpns 
of certain classes of individuals—there can be no valid reason assigued, 
why they should not have a reference to the geographical positions.of 
the different portions of the Christian Church, as well as to those who 
live on or near our own mer:dian: that, for example, in the beginning 
of our public devotions, we might implore that the blessing of God 
may accompany the instructions which bave been delivered in the 
Eastern parts of the world; and, at the close of worship, that the same 
agency may direct the exercises of these in the Westera hemispher who 
are about to enter on the sacred services of thatday. On the same prin- 
ciple we may perceive the absurdity of those “* concerts” for payer in dif- 
ferent places, at the same hour, which were lately proposed, and attempt- 
ed by a certain portion of the religious world. Even within the limits 
of Europe, this could not be atteinpted, with the prospeet of Christians 
joining in devotion at one and the same time; for, when it:is six 
o'clock in one part of Europe, it is eight at afiother, and five o’clock 
ata third place; much less could such a concert take place throughout 
Europe, Asia, and Ameriea. -So that science, and a calm considera- 
tion of the nature and relation of ‘things, may teach us to preserve our 
devotional fervour and zeal, bounds of reason and propriety ; 
and, at the same time, to di ions and our Christian sympas 
thies to.take a wider range th porbich they are usually confined.” 

A raaenernanees 44 
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Onthe Connexion between Civil Government and the Christian Religion. 


The assertion is frequently made, that civil government has no con- 
nexion whatever with the Christian religion, _ it is capable of ‘suby 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. VIII. 
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sisting without deriving aid from its influence, and that legislatures 
have no right to enact laws pertaining in any way or degree, to religigy. 
The tacit, but inevitable inference from all this is, that religion Wa 
subject of inferior importance, suited to the aged, the feeble, and the 
disappointed, but unworthy of those who would aim at manliness of 
. sentiment, or who would aspire to act a distinguished part either in the 
sphere of private enterprize, or on the theatre of public affairs. It is 
to be feared, not only that these pernicious views have been, silently 
gaining ground these many years in this country, but that if they do 
not receive a check by suitable limitations and qualifications, they may 
ultimately be the meaus of destroying the influence of religion in our 
land... Thetrue sentiment on the subject is; that, while, according to 
our institutions, neither the Federal nor State legislatures have a right 
to make Jaws which shall violate the consciences of any class of Chris- 
tians, or which shall confer any privileges on Christians of one name, 
which are denied to those of another, they not only have the right, but 
are bound iv duty, alike to protect all Christians in the enjoyment of 
their principles, so long as they do not disturb others in the enjoyment 
of theirs. ‘I'he fact is, that Christianity is the basis of all our most 
valuable institutions, civil, social, and domestic, and as such, justly 
claims, as to its esseutial principles, the fostering regard of every man 
and. of every legislature in the country. The soundness of these re- 
magks, it is believed, will be manifest to all who will seriously reflect on 
them, but as it is often useful to join authority to argument, I proceed 
to copy for the pages of your valuable journal, some observations of the 
late Charles J. Parsons, of Massachusetts on this subject. They are 
taken from his opinion in the case of Barnes vs. First-parish in Fal- 
mouth, in which the Chief Justice had occasion to vindicate that pro- 
vision, in the Massachusetts’ Constitution, which declares, that “ as the 
happiness of a people and the good order and preservation of civil 
government, essentially depeud upon piety, religion and morality; 
the Legislature shall from time to time, authorize and require the seve- 
ral towns#parishes, precincts and other bodies politic, or religious 
societies, to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the insti- 
tution of the public worship of God, and for the support and mainte- 
nance of public protestant teachers of piety, religion and saorality, 
in all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily.” (Con. 
of Mass, Part. i.3.) To the members of the legal profession, it is not 
necessary to say any thing of Charles J. Parsons; and to all others, it 
is sufficient to say, that Judge Parsons in acuteness, legal learni 
and integrity, was inferior to no one who ever presided over a tribead 
of justice, either in America or in | nd. I shall omit that part of 
his opinion which does vot pertai subject before me. 

* The object of a free civil gov t, (says the Chief Justice,) is 
the promotion and security of the happine-s of the citizens. These 
effects cannot be produced, but by the knowledge and practice of our 
moral duties, which comprehend all the social and civil obligations of 
man to man, and of the citizen to the State. If the civil magistrate in 
any State, could procure by his regulations an uniform practice of these — 
duties, the goverument of that State would be perfect. 





Te ven Ve SN eee PF = 


adi ee oe 2a 


cre eS 


1831.] Civil Government and the Christian Religion. 83 


“ To obtain that perfection, it is not enough for the magistrate to 

the rights of the several citizens, as they are related to life, liberty, 
Ses and reputation, and to punish those by whom they may be invad- 
ed. Wise Jaws, made to this end, and faithfully executed, may leave 
the people strangers to many of the enjoymeuts of civil and social life, 
without which their happiness will be extremely imperfect. Human 
laws cannot oblige to the performance of the duiies of imperfect obli- 
gation; as the duties of charity and hospitality, benevolence and good 
neighbourhood ; as the duties resulting from the relation of bhtsband 
and wife, parent and child; of man to man as children of a common 
parent; and of real patriotism, by influencing every citizen to love his 
country, and to obey all its laws. These are moral duties, flowing 
from the disposition of the beart, and not subject to the control of hu- 
man legislation. 

“ Neither can the laws prevent by temporal punishment, secret of- 
fences committed without witness, to gratify malice, revenge, or any 
other passion, by assailing the most important and most estimable rights 
of others. For, human tribunals cannot proceed against any crimes 
unless ascertained by evidence; and they are destitute of all power to 
prevent the commission of offences, uuless by the feeble examples exhi- 
bited in the punishment of those who may be detected. 

“ Civil government, therefore, availing itself only of its own powers, 
is extremely defective ; and unless it could derive assistance from some 
superior power, whose laws extend to the temper and disposition of the 
human heart, and before whom no offence 1s secret; wretched indeed 
would be the state of man under a civil constitution of any form. 

“ This most manifest truth has been felt by legislators in all ages; 
and as man is born not only a social but a religious being, so in the 
pagan world, false and absurd systems of religion were adepted and 
patronized by the magistrate, to remedy the defects necessarily existing 
in a government merely civil. 

“On these principles tested by the experience of mankind, and by 
the reflections of reason, the people of Massachusetts, in the frame of 
their government, adopted and patronized a religion, which by its be- 
nign and energetic influences, might co-operate with human insti- 
tations, to promote and secure the happiness of the citizens, so far as 
might be consistent with the imperfections of man. 

‘In selecting a religion, the people were not exposed to the hazard 
of choosing'a false and defective religious system; Christianity had 
long been promulgated, its pretensions and excellencies well known, 
and its divine authority admitted. This religion was found to rest on 
the basis of immortal truth; to contain a system of morals adapted to 
man in all possible ranks and cotiditions, situations and circumstatices, 
by conforming to which he woald be meliorated and improved in all 
the relations of human life; and to furnish the most efficacious sane- 
tions, by bringing to light a future state of retribution. And this reli- 
gion as understood by protestants, tending by its effects to make every 
man submitting to its influences, a better husband, parent, child, neigh- 
bour, citizen and magistrate, was, by the people, established as a funda- 
mental and essential part of their Constitution. 
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“ The manner in which this establishment was made, is liberal, and 
consistent with the rights of conscience on religious subjects. As nghi- 
gious opinions, and the time aud mauner of expressing the homage 
due to the Governor of the Universe, are points depending on the sin- 
cerity and behef of each individual, and do not concern the public in- 
terest, care is taken in the seeond article of the Declaration of Rights, 
to guard these points from the interference of the civil magistrate ; and 
no man can be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, hberty or 
estate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable 
to the dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession or 
sentiment, provided he does not disturb the public peace, or obstruct 
others in their religions worship; in which case le is pumsbed, not for 
his religious opinions or worship, but because he interrupts others in 
the enjoyment of the rights he claims for himself, or because he has 
broken the public peace. ; 

“ Having secured liberty of conscience, on the subject of religious 
opinion and worship for every man, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
Jew, Mahometan or Pagan, the Constitution then provides for the 
public teaching of the precepis and maxims of the religion of Protes- 
tant Christians to all the people. And for this purpose, it is made the 
right and duty of all corporate religious societies to elect and support 
a public Protestant Teacher of piety, religion and morality; and the 
election and support of the teacher depend exclusively on the will of a 
majority of each society incorporated for those purposes. As public 
instruction requires persons who may be taught, every citizen may be 
enjoined to attend on some one of those teachers, at times and seasons 
stated, by law, if there be any on whose instructions he can con- 
scientiously attend. 

“In the election and support of a teacher, every member of the cor- 
poration is bound by the will of the majority ; but as the great object 
of this provision was to secure the election and support of public Pro- 
testant Teachers by corporate societies, and as sume members of any 
corporation might be of a sect or denomination of Protestant Christians 
different from the majority of the members, and might choose to unite 
with other Protestant Christians of their own sect or denomination, in 
maintaining a public teacher, who by law was entitled to support, and 
on whese instructions they usually attended; indulgence was granted, 
that persons thus situated might have the money they contributed to 
the support of public worship, and of the public teachefs aforesaid, 
appropriated to the support of the teacher, on whose instructions they 
should attend. 

* Several objections have at times been made to this establishment, 
which may be reduced to three : that when a man disapproves of any re- 
ligion, to compel him by law to coutribute money for public instruction 
in such religion or doctrine, is an infraction of his liberty of conscience; 
that to compel a man to pay for public religious instruction, on which _ 
he doesnot attend, aud from which he can, therefore, derive no benefit 
is unreasonable and :ntolerant: and that it is anticbristian for any State 
to avail itself of the precepts and maxims of Christianity; becauee the - 
founder of it has declared, that his kingdom is net of this wer!d. 
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“ These objections go to the authority of the people to make this 
Coustitution, which is not proper nor competent for‘us to bring into 
question. And although we are not able, and have no inclination to 
assume the characte: of theologians, yet it may not be improper to 
make a few short observations, to defend our Constitution from the 
charges of persecution, intolerance and innpiety. 

‘* When it is remembered, that no man is compellable to attend on 
any religious instruction, which he conscientiously disapproves ; and 
that he is absolutely protected in the most perfect freedom of con- 
science in his religious opinions and worship; the first objection seems 
to mistake a man’s conscience for his money, and to deuy the State a 
right of levying and of appropriating the money of the citizens, at the 
will of the legislature, in which they all are represented. But as every 
citizen derives the security of his property, and the fruits of his indus- 
try from the power of the State; so, as the price of this protection, he is 
bound to contribute in common with his fellow-citizens for the public 
use, so much of his property and for such public uses, as the State shall 
direct. And if any individual can lawfully withhold his contribution, 
because he dislikes the appropriation, the authority of the State to levy 
taxes would be annihilated; and without money it would soon cease 
to have any authority. But all monies raised and appropriated for 
public uses by any corporation, pursuant to powers derived from the 
State, are raised and appropriated substantially by the authority of the 
State. And the people in their Constitution, instead of devolving the 
support of public teachers ov the corporation by whom they should be 
elected, might have directed their support to be defrayed out of the 
public treasury, to be reimbursed by the levying and collection of state 
taxes. And against this mode of support, the objection of an oc wt 
dual disapproving of the object of the public taxes, would have 
same weight it can have against the mode of public “support t 
the medium of corporate taxation. In either case, it cat havé no 
weight to maintain a charge of persecution for conscience sake. 'T'he 
great error lies in not distinguishing between liberty of conscience in 
religious opinions and worship, and the right of appropriating money 
by the State. The former is an unalienable sight, the latter is surren- 
dered to the State as the price of protection. 

“ The second objection is, that it is intolerant to compel a man to 
pay for religiovs instruction, frommwhich as he does not hear it, he can 
derive no beriefit. This objection is founded wholly in mistake. ‘lhe 
object of publi¢ religious instruction is, to teach and enforce by suitable 
arguments, the practice of a system of correct morals among the peo- 
ple, and to form and cultivate reasonable and just habits and munners ; 
by whieh every man’s person and property are protected from outrage ; 
and his personal and social enjoyments promoted awd multiplied. 
From these effects every man derives the inmost important benefits, and 
whether he be or be not an auditor of any public teacher, he receives 
more solid and permanent advautages from this public instruction, than 
the administration of justice iu courts of law can give him. The 
Jike objection may be made by any man to the support of public 
schools if he have no family who attend; and any mun who has no 
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law suit may object to the support of judges and juries on fie same 
ground; when if there were no courts of law, he would unfortunately 
find that causes for law suits would sufficiently abound. 

“ The last objection is founded upon the supposed anti-christian 
conduct of the State, in availing itself of the precepts and maxims of 
Christianity, ‘for the purposes of a more excellent civil government. 
It is adraitted that the founder of this religion did not intend to exert a 
temporal dorainion, agreeably to the prejudices of his countrymen; but 
to reign in the hearts of men by subduing their irregular habits and pro 
pensities, and by moulding their passions to the noblest purposes. 
And it is one great excellence of his religion, that not pretending to 
worldly pomp and power, it is calculated and accommodated to meli- 
orate the conduct and condition of man under any form of civil 
government. 

“* The objection goes further, and complains ghat Christianity is not 
left for its promulgation and support, to the means designed by its au- 
thor, who requires not the assistance of man to eff-ct his purposes and 
intentions. Our Constitution certainly provides for the punishment of 
many breaches of the laws of Christianity ; not for the purpose of prop- 
ping up the Christian religion, but because those breaches are offences 
against the laws of the State; and it is a civil, as well as religious duty 
of the magistrate, not to bear the sword in vain, But there are many 
precepts of Christianity, of which the violation cannot be punished by 
human laws; and as obedience to them is beneficial to civil society, 
the State has wisely taken care that they should be taught and also 
enforced by explaining their moral and religious sanctions, as they 
cannot be enforced by temporal punishments. And from the genius 
ya maa of this religion, and from the benevolent character of its 
a , we must conclude that it is his intention, that man should be 
benefited by it in his civil and political relations, as well as in his indi- 
vidull capacity. And it remains for the objector to prove, that the 
patronage of Christianity by the civil magistrate induced by the tenden- 
dency of its- precepts to form good citizens, is not one of the means, by 
which the knowledge of its doctrines was intended to be disseminated 
and preserved among the hu:nan race. . 

- The last branch of the objection rests on the very correct position, 
that the faith and precepts of the Christian religion are so interwoven 
that they must be taught together; whence it is inferred, that the State 
by enjoiming instruction in its precepts, interferes witlPits doctrines, 
and assumes a power not entrusted to any human authority.” 

“Tf the State claimed the absurd power of directing or controling the 
faith of its citizens, there might be some ground for the objection. But 
no such power is claimed. The authority derived from the Constitu- 
tion extends no further than to submit to the understandings of the 

» the evidence of truths deemed of public utility, leaving the 
weight of the evidence and the tendency of those truths, to the con- 
science of every man. 

“Tudeed this objection must come from a willing objector; for it 
extends in its consequences, to prohibit the State from providing for 
public instrnction in many branches of useful knowledge which natu- 
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rally ted to defeat the arguments of infidelity, to illustrate the doctrines 
of the Christian religion, and to confirm the faith of its professors., 
“As Christianity has the promise not only of this, but of a future 
life ; it cannot be denied that public instruction in piety, religion and 
morality by Protestant Teachers, may have a beneficial effect beyond 
the present state of existence. And the people are to bempplauded, as 
well for their benevolence as for their wisdom, that in selecting a _reli- 
gion, whose precepts and sanctions might supply the defeets in civil 
government, necessarily limited in its powers, and supported only by 
temporal penalties, they adopted a religion founded in truth; which in 
its tendency will protect our property here, and may seeure Yous an 
inheritance in another and a better country.” . 
January 21, 1831. 











POETRY. 


[PROM THE EPISCOPAL WATCHMAN, | 


THE HOUR OF PRAYER. 
‘* Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray” —Psal. lv. 17. 


The hour of prayer—ah! when shall it be, 
That we bow to God the lowly knee? 
When the soul, on the wings of love, 
May rise to the mercy-seat above. 


Pray, when first tke - at of morning 
Sheds around its peaceful dawniag ; 
And thankful be, that the midnight bour 
Was guarded by a heavenly Power. 


Pray, when at noon the sun's gladsome 

{s shedding the brightest effulgence of day, 

Ah! come from the trials, the cures that ex. 
And look to the fountain of Goodness to bless. 


Pray when the even tide is set, 

And the sullen darkness is not yet, 

Your song of praise, for the mercies giv'n, 
Shall rise like incense sweet to heav'n. 


And when at the last life’s wearisome day, 

With all that is lovely and dear fades away, 

Pray then, fervent yey: to our Father in heav’n, 
‘ i peace to thy soffowing heart may be giv’n. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Forty-third Diocesan Convention of South-Carolina.—It was held 
in, St. Michael’s Church, Charletson, on the 9th and 10th of lust month. 
Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, and a very ma 
priate Sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Thomas, Rector of the 
Church on Edisto Island. The Lord’s Supper was then administered 
by the Bishop as usual. The Convenuion was but thinly attended, 
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aud particularly by Lay-Delegates, owing, probably to the log conti- 
nuance of severely cold and wet weather. There were present, the 
Bishop, aod. 17. Clergymen;. and 16 Lay-Delegates, representing 8 
Parwhes. (The Bishop's Address will be found im avother part of our 
present number. Ou the second day ofthe meeting, before the business of 
the Conventiém began, Bishop Bowen delivered au excellent, and highly 
interesting, and unportaut Charge to his Clergy; and at their solicita- 
tion)gave them a copy for publication. We shall take occasion iv our 
nextaumber to bring this subject more particularly to the notice of our 
readers. ¥ 

A ne@ Charch having been constitutionally organized in Camden, 
” byothe name of Grace Church, it was received into union with the Con- 
vention... The General Theological Seminary, engaged the atiention 
of the Convention, us usual. 

Phe following Resoluttons were unanimously adopted: 

* That this Convention being truly sensible of the value of the Gene- 
ral Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Unio, and being very desir- 
ous thatats bencfits should be fully enjoyed by the Sunday Schools 
within.this Diocese, does highly approve and strongly recommend to the 
members of our Church in this State, the Diocesan Sunday School 
Society. which has lately been formed.” 

Resolved, that this Convention record upon its Journals, its siti- 
cere and respectful sympathy with the Dioceses of North-Caroliua, 
and New-York, in the dreadful bereavement which they have respec- 
tivelysustaimed, under the wise Providence of God, in theeremoval by 
death of the Right Rev. Bishop Ravenscroft, and the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Hobart: and that the Secretary be requested to communicate this 

lution to the Secretaries respectively, of the Conventions of North- 
Gifolina and New-Mork.” ; 

The Church in this Diocese consists of the Bishop, 32 Priests, 1 

Deagon, aud 45 organized Congregations. 
y Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carolina.— The anniversary meeting was held in St. Michael s 
Chureh, on Tuesday, February 8. After divine service, the Sermon 
being omitted, in consequence of the absence of the appointed preacher, 
owing, it is presumed, to the inclemency of the weatlicr, and the 
state of the road ; the Society convengd, heard the anowul report of the 
Board of ‘Trustees, inspected the Treasurer's accouit d r&elected 
the Officers and Trustees. It appears from the report, the Society 
bad last year 7 Missionaries located with as many congregations — one of 
them, n; was a new station, end its Missionary reports that there 
are 17 families, and that a new Church, to cost, with its lot, @4400, is 
contracted for. The number of Books and Tracts distributed and sold 
since the preceding report, is 1570, aud since the formution of the So- 
eiety; 19953. A list of the Books now to be-had at the Depository, is 
annexed to the report. Several donationshave been received. Messrs. 
C. G. and T.. Morris, in particular, are mentioned as having given 
mavy valuable books, within fa ee ry Oe of more 
than 1600\volumes. “ It has be of great importance to the 
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Churcktin the Diocese—containing much of the Standard Theology 
of the Church—many of the works of the most eminent divines and 
writers of all denominations—and very many such practical works, as 
are useful for the diffusion of sound religious sentiment. It offers en- 
couragement to religious reading and inquiry among the laity of the 
Church, and will, it is hoped, thus contribute not a little to preserve 
them sound and steadfast in its faith and principles.” 

The Board “ conclude with the expression of their perfect confidence 
in the real attainment, to a great extent, of the excellent end for which 
the Society was set on fodt—of their satisfaction with the prospect of 
its continued and increasing usefulness—and their earnest hope, and 
humble, yet comfortable trust, that the blessing of God will rest upon it, 
to the furtherance of his glory, in the diffusion of Christian truth, vir- 
tue and happiness, in our land.” 

It appears there are 119 life members, and 199 annual members, be- 
sides 45 deceased members who had paid each $50. 

Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society composed of Young Men 
and others.—T he anniversary meeting was held at the Theological Li- 
brary Room on the 11th February. The Treasurer’s accounts were 
“audited, and the officers appointed, but no report being ready, the 
Standing Committee were requested to have it prepared as soon as pos- 
sible. 


* Diocesan Sunday School Society.—The readers of the Messenger 
will, we are sure, be pleased to learn that one of the wishes repeatedly 
and urgently expressed by the Managers of our General Sunday Sun- 
day School Union, has been lately complied with in this Diocese. 

On the evening of the 9th inst. in consequence @f notice given in the 
Diocesan Convention, (then sitting) also to other persons, a number of 
the Clergy, from various parts of the State, and some of the laity met 
and organized a Diocesan Sunday School Society, by the adoption of 
a Constitution and the election of the requisite officers. The Bishop 
is ex-officio President, and all Clergymen, having auxiliary societies or 
schools, are ex-officio Vice-Presidents. The Sunday School of any 
parish may be united to this Society, by the payment of $2 annually, 
and ell the contributors to the support and instruction of sach Sunday 
School, are thus made merhbers of the Diocesan Society, and the male 
yoeoe 8 of its managers. Its business is to be conducted 
in Charlest nd a depository for the books recommended by the 
General Union, is to be established here (and if necessary others also in 
other places) under care of an agent appointed and controlled by the 
Diocesan Society. 

From these measures we look for happy results, and hope that our 
Sunday Schools will thus be united more closely with each other, and 
with the General Union, by being enabled to obtain its publications 
more easily and cheaply, and induced to send their reports to it more 
regularly and punctually. We anticipate an increase and diffusion of 
zeal and knowledge among the friends.of the young, and lasting bene- 
fits to the pupils of these primitive and excellent nurseries of piety. 

GOS. MESS.—VOL. VIIT. : 12 
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St. Stephen’s Chapel.—On Sunday evening, February 27thjfa dis- 
course was delivered at the same, by the Rev. Mr. Trapier, and, in 
conformity to an annual custom, a collection made to assist in liquidat- 
ing the amount still due for this building—the scene of one our most 
interesting and important charities in our city. The collection amounted 
to $85 75. 


General Theological Seminary—ertract of a letter. —* The opinion 
which I had formed of the Seminary, and which I took occasion to ex- 
press in my former letter, | am by uo mean® disposed to change, now 
that I have seen and known more of its advantages; my only fear is, 
that I shall not improve as 1 ought, the golden opportunities for im- 
provement it affords; and the ouly point, in which I see it suscep- 
tible of much improvement is, that I should not remain the solitary 
Caroligian within its walls. In a place, which beyond all others, gives 
inducements to drown all sectional preferences, I have still left enough of 
the love of my own State to desire, that the number of her representa- 
tives here should be multiplied. 

“ Washington College, Hartford, has done much for the Seminary 
this year; alarge proportion of our class are graduates of that institution. , 

“ The present number of Students is, I believe, 30, one or two of 
whom are absent during the winter. Our class (the 3d) consists of 13 
members, natives of Vermont, Connecticut, New-York, Pennsylvania, 
and South-Carolina. The avarage cost of board, exclusive of washing, 
fuel, &c. is $1 25 per week. In consequence of the death of Bishop 
Hobart, the Faculty have for the present term made an arrangement by 
which the duties of Professor of Pulpit Eloquence and Pastoral Theo- 
logy is divided among them. Drs. Wilson and Moore attend to the 
Monday morning exercise of reading the service, and delivering ser- 
mons. Dr. Turner to the reading of dissertations on Monday even- 
ings—and Bishop Onderdonk to the private criticism of sermons, and 
recitations on pastoral duty. Our Sunday School continues in a prospe- 
rous condition, and gradually increases. All the students residing in 
the building are engaged in 1°, with several ladies of the neighbourhood. 
There were 160 scholars present on Sunday last.” 


Pennsylvania.—In the report of the Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in this Diocese, it is stated, “In the year 1812, the first 
year of the existence of this institution, the number of men of the 
Church actually employed in the cure of souls in this » was about 
twelve ; the number at present engaged in that reponsible duty is about 
fifty-five. The first annual report of this Society informs us, that only 
two Missionaries had been employed, and they were gentlemen connected 
with parishes in this city, (Philad.); the number of Missionaries employed 
by the Society for the past year has been thirteen. The number of orga- 
nized Episcopal Congregations in this State, at the time the Society 
was instituted, was about twenty. The present number, enjoying the 
services of Clergymen 1s fifty-five. Of the whole number of Churches 
in this Diocese, between thirty and forty owe their existence to the la- 
bours of this Society. The necessity which led to the election of the 
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indefatigable and laborious individual now devoting his able mind and 
active energies to the interests of the Church in this Didcese as assis- 
tant Bishop, grew out of an enlargement of her communion, resulting 
from the zeal and successful exertions of this institution.” 


Maine.—The 11th’ Annual Convention was held on the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, at Portland; present 4 of the Clergy, and 8 of the Laity, Vot- 
ed that all persons friendly to the Church be admitted to the sittings of 
the Convention. We notie no extraordinary business, except the’ fol- 
lowing:—Voted that the question of the expediency of establishing a 
School, ‘i. e. a Theological Seminary) in the Eastern Diocese, be refer- 
red to a Committee, who shall report to the next Convention, whether 
it be expedient to attempt its establishment; if so, its location, its proba- 
ble expense, and the probable amouut of funds that may be obtained for 
its support. , 

Alabama.—The Annua! Convention was held on the 3d of January ; 
present, Delegates from three Churches. The Sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Muller. Clerical and Lay-deputies were nominated 
to meet others from Mississippi and Louisiana, for the purpose of or- 

nizing a South-Western Diocese. Thanks were voted to Bishop 

rownell for his late visit, and he was requested to take the temporary 
charge of the Diocese of Alabama. 

From the parochial reports of Christ Church, Tuscaloosa, we extract 
as follows: 

* At the first celebration of the holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
there were present fifteen communicants, who participated in that sacred 
ordinance, since which time there have been added nine to the number, 
making in all twenty-four. During the past year, the Vestry, by un- 
ceasing exertions, and with a zeal truly characteristic of their Christian 
liberality and devotion to the Church, have been enabled to complete 
the interior of the building designed for public worship, in a chaste, 
convenient, and becoming manner. Fifty-eight pews have been erected 
on the ground floor, for the convenience and accommodation of the 
worshippers, and an appropriate and well finished gallery completed, 
in which has been placed, by the liberality of the friends of the Church, 
a suitable and well toned organ.” Baptisms, adults 14, children 30. 

“ Within ast year the Rector of Christ Church has made frequent 
visits to the palians at Greensborough, where a small congrega- 
tion has been duly organized, divine service occasionally performed, 
and the ordinance of baptism duly administered. A journey was also 

him in June last, to the town of Huntsville, in this State, one 
hu and sixty miles from Tuscaloosa; where a discourse was 
delivered to the Episeopalians and friends of the Church, measures 

for the establishment of a regular congregation, and a Vestry 
and Wardens duly elected.” 


Kentucky.—The Episcopal Church at Danville, although not more 
than 6 or 7 families have built, and almost finished (it is fit for 
service) a neat, substantial brick Church, in the Gothic style. They 
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do not owe fifty dollars for what has been already done; have liberally 
supported a Clergyman and his family during the year, and raised 
sixty or seventy dollars for Tract and Sunday School purposes. 

Virginia.—A Society has been formed for promoting the sanctifica- 
§ tion of the Christian Sabbath. ‘The first meeting was held on the 9th 
November last, when a Constitution was adopted, and the officers 
appointed. It is well remarked in the Constitution, that with the due 
sanctification of “the Christian Sabbath ifjpost intimately connected 
the prosperity and advancement of religion and morality, and conse- 
quently the stability of every thing which is fair and valuable in our 
political and literary institutions. 

State of Great- Britain.—The Christian Observer says, “* The times, 
thougW serious and eventful, are not to our minds hopeless; far from 
it: only let Christians learn their duties, and practice them, and with 
earnest prayer to Him who maketh mer to be of one mind in a house, 
who is the author of peace, and-lover of concord, commit their beloved 
country and all its interests fo his power and grace, to overrule all to 
his glory, and the welfare of his erring and sinful creatures.” 


Liturgy used in our Navy.—A vaval officer writes: ‘“‘ Whether at 
sea, or in port, provided the weather is fine, we spread the star-span- 
gled banner over the capstern, when our schoolmaster reads such por- 
tions, including the litany and prayers to be used at sea, as are beauti- 
ful and appropriate. The responses are exceedingly regular and au- 
dible; such as would be creditable in any small, well-disciplined 
Church. It so happens that we are, with a single exception, in our 
mess, thorough-bred Churchmen; and from that circumstance, derive 
a pleasure from these religious ceremonies, which the state of our hearts 
would otherwise scarcely admit ; for when thus engaged on Sundays, 
we gannot but be certain, that our good friends in the United States 
are offering up their devotions at a simultaneous hour, and probably, 
in those devotions do not forget to put a silent prayer for us in our 
absence.” — Epis. Watchman, 


Episcopal Floating Chapel at Dublin.—It has been open, and divine 


service performed on every Sunday without interru na on a 


few occasions when the vessel has been under repai he morning 
service at hulf-past 10, and the evening at 5 o clock, which has latterly 
been changed to 4 to suit the wishes of the seamen. ‘I'he attendance 
of captains of vessels and seamen, which necessarily varies a ing 
to the prevalent winds, has generally been as regular as the ¢ircum- 
stances of their being at port permitted. Every possible care is taken 
to preserve places for seamen and their families, while their marked 
attention and reverence during «livine service (a fact universally noticed 
by every one who visited the Chapel) at once indicates their anxiety 
for scriptural instruction, and gives an evidence that they are a class of 
people among whom, under the blessings of the Lord, much good may 
be effected. 
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The Chaplains, who have officiated during the above-mentioned 
period, have borne their testimony to the ready and constant attendance 
of several individuals, when their ships have been in port; ‘and to the 
general, religious and moral improvement amongst the seamen; and if 
necessary, could produce individual instances in corroboration of this 
statement. But there is a testimony that is the more valuable, as 
coming from those who are impartial judges, and the most competent 
to form an opimon; that of the captains of the vessels, who unhesitat- 
ingly declare, that since establishment of the Floating Chapel, the 
vice and depravity which existed amongst the seamen have been con- 
siderably diminished; and that they are more attentive to their business, 
more temperate and better workmen—thug producing a glorious proof 
of the fact, that where the gospel is preached, morality and good con- 
duct will be the result. ° 

The Chaplains have given their undivided attention to the dufies of 
the Floating Chapel. ‘They have regularly visited the ships in the 
river, instructing and exhorting the seamen, and enforcing the doctrines 
they preach by their presence and example; and it is but right to add, 
they are most gladly received by the captain and sailors, whose affec- 
tions are gained by this most essential part of ministerial duty. 

Tracts in Russia.—The Princess Mestchuky translated the “ Dairy- 
man’s Daughter,” “* The Young Cottager,” and “* The Negro Servant,” 
into the Russian language, and printed an edition of each, which has 
had a most extensive circulation. Some years ago she translated the 
choicest English Tracts, and prepared others selected from standard 
Russian authors, amounting in all to about 200 different kinds. Last 
year she had in her possession nearly two hundred thousand of these 
excellent publications, a rich supply of scriptural treatises, in almost 
every variety of form, embracing almost every important subject. 


We acknowledge, with gratitude, the recept of fifteen dollars for five 
copies of the Gospel Messenger, generously given by an unknown per- 
son, to be distributed. ‘The copies are committed for that purpose to 
the ‘ Ladies’ Domestic Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.’ 

—_—>— ; 
Protestant eer! Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. 
The Treasurer reports having received the following sums:— 

From Miss Mary Blake, to constitute her a Life Member, - - « $50 

From Mr. Wm. Windham Trapier of Georgetown, already a Life Member, 
now also an Annual Member, - - - : - & 

From the Rev. Mr. T. 8. W. Mott of Columbia, to constitute him an Annual 


Member, - ; : . . < ot 
—_— 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Sermon for the Settling of Faith, for the Sustaining of Hope, and for the Excitement 
of Charity by Bp. White.—It was preached before the Students of our General Theo- 
logical Seminary, on Sunday, 28th of Nov. 1830, and published by their request. 
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The text is 1 Peter, iii. part of verse 15. “ Be ready always, &c.” It abounds with ; 
wise remarks, and is a happy specimen of that declaration of trath “ with meekness” 
which it is one of the objects of the discourse to recommend. He maintains that a 
degree of knowledge of the evidences of Christianity is in the power, and ought to 
be possessed by every Christian. But with respect to the Clergy, it is well remark- 
ed: “Their readiness to give a reason, will be necessary to the satisfying not of 
themselves , but of many who will look to them, for the establishment of the 
sacred text, and for the explaining of it. Evento persons of a moderate grade of 
information, there may occur doubts and difficulties, removeable by some such 
statement as has been given. It will not be sufficient. however, to be furnished 
with such a reason, as is on a level with the conceptions of a very ordinary under- 
standing. There must be the possession of kno ge, fit to be opposed to the 
objections so often brought by an abuse of learning, from the various departments 
of science. The objections to the Christian revelation, have been so often and so 
ably answered, as to leave no danger to be apprehended from free inquiry, coduct- 
ed with the accompaniment of bol desire. But when the grounds of dissent, and 
the preper correctives of them. are perceived to be imperfectly known to the men 
who have professed to devote theirtime and tLeir talents to the extension of gospel 
truth, there is the danger of its being presumed that the cause is desperate ; and 
thus, the effect is —ae than acknowledged insufficiency ; operating to the 
confirming of the witnesses of unfounded pretensions, in infidelity.’ 
From the “series of sentiments to sustain our hope,” we select the following : 
“ Another department, in which hope sheds its propitious influence. is that of tem- 
— trial and affliction. When we are under any visitation of Providence, it it 
io not direct our attention to the divine hand discernible in it; and, if it do not 
carry forward by anticipation of the time, when the improvement of temporary 
sorrow will have redounded to our everlasting benefit ; it is to be feared, that we 
aremot possessed of the hope which is the fruit of Christian faith; however we 
may be sometimes flattered with the resemblances of both, in some of the illasions 
formed by fancy. The subject applies especially to the sorrows arising from the 
decease of relatives and friends. Tn relation to this, Christianity exacts of its pro- 
fessors, not indeed to subdue the sensibilities of grief, but, ‘ not to sorrow as those 
who have nv hope.’ So powerful is the principle, that it represents the separation 
to be no bar to a communion in affection, and in an interest still maintained: the 
believer being said to have already ‘come to the heavenly Zion, the New Jerusa- 
lem, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.’ ” 
7 7 
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“ This subject of hope, ought to weigh with especial stress, on the mind of every 
Minister of the Gospel ; and on that of every candidate for the Ministry, occupied 
in the studies preparatory toit. It is that which must strengthen him in his labours, 
and must comfort him under af crosses or disappointments which may occur. In 
his pastoral igtercourses, he will be the witness of sorrows arising from poverty, 
from sickness, from the loss of friends and near relatives, and from other of the 
innumerable ills, to Which there is subjection in this life of trial. The directing of 
the views of the sufferers to the state im which ‘all sighing and suffering shall flee 
away,’ is one of the most beneficent of his employments. Bat to qualify him for it, 
he must have his own hopes established on ‘ the sure foundation, other than which 
no man can lay,’ and he must be able to say with St. John, in a e which shall 

ive to the principle its proper weight, in addresses to any of ns or of the 
Saughters of affliction— ‘he that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself. even as he 
is pure.’ 
he concluding address to the young men, the following remarks are peculiar- 
ly valuable: “There is gone forth a spirit, endeavouring to bring Christianity into 
a compromise with what is called natural religion; but which, in such a combina- 
tion, and in connexion with its consequences, is infidelity in disguise. There is no 
safe medium, betweer this perversion of the word of truth, and the holding up of the 
doctrines of grace, properly so called, without reserve. The corruption of human 
nature; the only mean of the renewal of it by the agency of the Holy Spirit; re- 
jection of merit in ourselves or in our works; and unqualified reliance, for the par- 
don of sin, on the sacrifice offered once by the High Priest of our profession, uniting 
in his person the divine nature with the human: these, with their kindred truths, 
cannot be severed from the system, without is being brought downto a mere merai 
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® theology; a character in which it would possess conspicuous excellence;-but di- 
vested of whatever accommodates it to man, in his state sin and of frailty.” 
: . 7 * * 

“It is reported, and there are circumstances favouring the position, that wéare 
on the eve of extraordinary efforts, for the giving of renewed efficiency to those 
corruptions of the middle ages, which were disowned by Protestant Churches at 
the reformation. The candidate for the Ministry may be assured, that it will re- 
quire no small extent both of reading and of serious thoucht, to be prepared for the 
specious appearances, under which the lurking danger will be concealed. 

“* We belong to a Church, the Ministry of which, in its different grades, we be- 
lieve to have descended to us fpom the apostolic age. Consistently with affection 
for those of our fellow. Christiafi§ who ditfer from us in this matter; we think of 
our adherence to the said form, that it is exacted by fidelity to the great Head of the 
Church. But it happens, that we are unexpectedly drawn to statements of the 

uments in favour of the arrangement ; sometimes for the satisfying of the doubts 
inquirers, and sometimes in the way of sea’ le avowal, or of justifiable de- 
fence. To be prepared for either exigericy, there is required a diligent study of the 
feenene of Scripture which have bearings on the point; and with them a know- 
dge uf facts of historic record, not superseding Scripture, or adding to its autho- 
rity, but for the elucidation of its contents. 

“There might be an extension of these remarks, to m other discriminatin 
features of our Church; the interests and the reputation of which cannot but oot 
fer, from the insufficiency of her authorized Ministers for her defence. Let them 
be aware, however, that it were better she should suffer from this cause, than frour 
any thing on the part of ber defenders, in contrariety to tbe spirit of the gospel, 
and to the moderation manifested by the Church herself, in her institutions: so dif- 
ferent from what is often seen of personal rudeness. of unfair construction, and 
even of arrogance, of pride of opinion, and of looking to victory as the object of 
contest. The cause of truth has no need of such weapons, butis rather injured 
by the use of them; and there is nothing of the contrary np which may not be 
brought under the qualifications.of the text, ‘the giving of a reason for our Hope, 
with meekness and fear.’ ” ; 


“ Man saved by Mercy”—A Discourse by Bi H. U. Onderdonk, preached in St. 
Paul's, Baltimore, October 21, 1830, and published by Oo wed of the Vestry.—The text 
is Titus, iii. 6. Itis a useful interesting discourse, and wvuld fully vindicate the 
title of the preacher (if he needed any such vindication) to be considered “ Evan- 
gelical.”” He shows, Ist. the principie in which the plan of our salvation had its 
origin inthe counsel of God; 2nd, the principle on which the offer of that salvation 
is made, and its course conducted, now, while we are candidates for it; and 3d. 
the principle on which that salvation will be consummated in heaven: the princi- 
S throughout, is “ any or free and unmerited grace, ourselves deserving 

vour or salvation, but Christ procuring them for us” 

Under the 3d head we have these just and truly pious remarks: “ That our final 
happiness is the free gift of God, we shall see more clearly, if we consider the dis- 
proportion between our earthly works and our celestial reward. We, at best, 
struggle on through a few years in a state called holy, which, however, requires to 
the last continual repentance and continual improvement; ina state, and course, 
the imperfectio of which we continually acknowledge and lament. Yes, we see 
occasion to lamait our unholiness the more bitterly, in pee to our love of true 
holiness, and the depth and soundness of our pious feeling. And shall we, for.a ser- 
vice so short, a service at best so r, claim a bliss infinite and eternal, as its due 
and merited reward? Does not the idea of such a claim, carry with it its own refu- 
tation? Look also at the earthly kindnesses of God: are not they an — tom- 

nse for all we may think we have done for him by our obedience? He : us 

, and breath, and all things; he preserves them to us: and these favours alone 
are more than the due price of our stinted service; they would be an adequate price 
for our serving him without fault, and perfectly. Isit not, therefore, of God’s mere 
indulgence, that we receive blessings in this fe ? How then shall we ask heaven 
besides? And ask it as a right; as, in any degree, due toour merit? Asin any 
degree, or in any sense, purchased by our obedience? How shall we dare, in and 
of ourselves, to think even of claiming that supreme and everlasting reward! 
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“ To Christ, then, be our every thought brought into captivity! Before Him, at ere 
whose name every knee is to bow, let every heart be prostrate in the humble con- 
vee that He is the only ‘ righteousness’ and oniy ~ redemption’ of the sinner. 

n we reflect that our faith and holiness are themselves full of imperfections, 
and are also tarnished by much :emaining sin in our renewed character,—and that 
they are exercised by us only during the brief term ot life,—nay, during oniy the 
briefer term @f our converted and religious life,—iet us not fail to acknowledge, 

t our services, were they even not overpaid in temporal bounties, are as nothing, 
mpared with the unspeakable, heaven y reward that awaits them, Through 
ay through mercy only, are we saved!’ 

In the application, it is said, “This doctrine tends to the rightful honour of the 
Saviour; and to pay Him all due honour, is a duty ofthe same kind with thatof giving 
glory to God. hy may we not as well believe, that, in the beginning nothing pro- 

uced matter, or that dead matter formed itself into an orderly creation, as that the 
lost sinner can redeem himself, the dead and impotent sinner newly create his 
heart in righteousness and true ss? Ifthe one opinion be not only absurd, 
but atheistical, is not the other kit@red with it in both respects? Let no such vain 
imaginations be indulged. To God belongs the exclusive glory of creation—to 
Christ, the exclusive glory of your redemption. Never, then, let that glory be 


denied him!” 
2 oe 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
* ORDINATIONS. 
' By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South- 
Carolina —On Thursday, February 24, 1831, it St Stephen’s Chapei, Charleston, 
Mr. David M’Etheran, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rer. Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Vir- 
ginia.—On Sunday, November 28, 1830, at Fredericksburgh, Virg. Mr. Amos Clea- 
ver, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Con- 

ticul.—On Sunday, J 16, 1831, in Christ Church, Hartford, Mr. George 
Jones, and Mr. Levi Hanaford Corson, were admitted to the Holy Order of Dea- 





cons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese —On Thursday, 
January 6, 1831, in St. Paul’s Church, Newberryport, the Rev. Benjamin Hale, 
Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 


—_— 
MARRIAGE. 

Married on Thursday evening, the 10th of February, by the Right Rev. Dr. 
Bowen, Sternen Tuomas Rosinson, Esq. of this city, to Mary, eldest daughter of 
the Rev. P, T. Gervais, of St. John’s, Colleton. 

—>— 
CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 
2. Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Managers of the Charleston Protesiant 
Episcopal Sunday School Society. 
6 Third Sunday in Lent. 
7. Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Adva:icement of Christianity in South-Carolina. « 
13. Fourth Sunday Lent. ; 
20. Fifth Sunday in Lent. 
25. Anniversary of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
27. Balm Sunday. 





Note.—The interesting Poetry in the last Number, was from the pen of a Gentle- 
man of New-York. ‘ 





